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Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Directors: 

Producers: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


19 May 1998 
Phillip Smits 
Not Applicable 
Buttman's Inferno 
Not Stated 

John Stagliano, Patrick Collins 

John Stagliano, Patrick Collins 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Video Recording VHS/PAL 

USA 

English 


Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: Buttman's Inferno Running time: 

Trailers: Safe Sex Notice Running time: 

Copyright Warning Notice 
The Bottom Dweller 
The Coven Part Two 
A Geisha's Secret 
Bend Over Brazilian Babes 


Total Running time: 


Excision/Alteration: No. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

on film 

Either 

The film must be publicly displayed only in premises, or a part of premises, set aside 
for the public display of restricted publications (whether or not articles other than 
restricted publications are also displayed in those premises or that part of those 
premises). 

Or 

The film must not be publicly displayed in any place in which the film is available for 
supply, and must be shown in that place only to persons who make a direct request for 
the film. 


on poster 

Either 

Any film poster relating to the film (whether or not the poster is attached to the 
cassette, case, or other container in which the film is kept), must be publicly displayed 
only in premises, or a part of premises, set aside for the public display of restricted 
publications (whether or not articles other than restricted publications are also 
displayed in those premises or that part of those premises). 

Or 

Any film poster relating to the film (whether or not the poster is attached to the 
cassette, case, or other container in which the film is kept), must not be publicly 
displayed in any place in which the film is available for supply, and must be shown in 
that place only to persons who make a direct request for the poster. 


Descriptive Note: 

Contains explicit sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on 14 May 1998 
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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The classification of the video recording Buttman’s Inferno has been reconsidered and 
is altered. It is now classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The video recording was submitted for reconsideration of its classification under 
s42(1) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. The video 
recording had been previously classified by the Video Recordings Authority as 
“Indecent unless its circulation is restricted to persons who are 18 years or over and 
who are subscribers to mail order outlets or patrons of adults-only premises.” 

The video recording contains a feature, four trailers, a safe sex notice and a copyright 
warning notice. The feature contains explicit depictions of sexual activity filmed with a 
hand-held camera by John Stagliano, otherwise known as “Buttman”. Some of the 
sexual activity is filmed in New Zealand. The majority of sexual activity in the feature 
is portrayed as supposedly arising spontaneously from “real life” chance encounters. 
While sexual activity presents as casual and anonymous, all the participants present 
as consenting and enthusiastic. The trailers also contain explicit depictions of sexual 
activity. 

The feature degrades, dehumanises and demeans women to a moderate degree and 
extent. The feature has an overall degrading and exploitative tone. Women depicted 
in the feature, and women in general, are portrayed as being constantly and readily 
sexually available and insatiable, even with people they have just met or casually 
encountered. The deleterious effects of this presentation are somewhat mitigated by 
the fact that although the scenes of sexual activity are portrayed as arising 
spontaneously, they actually present as being formulaic, pre-arranged and staged 
scenarios. 

Women in the feature are also degraded and dehumanised by the manner in which 
Stagliano periodically fondles them, from behind the camera as he films, and makes 
comments about their bodies which effectively portrays them as collections of sexual 
body parts, a degrading and dehumanising effect which is intensified by the use of 
close-up shots of these body parts. 

Although having some impact, the degrading, dehumanising and demeaning elements 
are not considered to be of such a degree and extent to make the availability of the 
video recording likely to be injurious to the public good, provided its availability is 
restricted to adult audiences. The video recording is therefore classified as a 
restricted publication because of the explicit depictions of sexual activity and the 
degrading, dehumanising and demeaning manner in which women are presented. 
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